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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 20 December 2004 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)E3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) S Claim(s) 1-38 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) Q Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim(s) 1-38 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) Q The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 !)□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9 
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Attachment(s) 

1) □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) P a P er No(s)/Mail Date. . 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 6) □ Other: . 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTOL-326 (Rev. 1-04) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20050214 



Application/Control Number: 10/634,901 Page 2 

Art Unit: 2832 

DETAILED ACTION 
General status 

1 . This is a First Action on the Merits for RCE. Claims 1 - 38 are pending in the 
case and are being examined 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a 
foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year 
prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 1 -7 and 1 0 - 38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being 
anticipated by Wulle [US 1,818,290]. 

Regarding Claims 1, 6, 7, 17, 18, 24 and 28, Wulle discloses a device [Figures 1 
- 7] comprising: 

- a switch [B], on the device for turning power to a 
receptacle on or off [Figure 1 ]; 

- a member [A9] coupled to the device and having a first 
position [Figure 3, switch is OFF] which allows a plug 
[C5] to be inserted into receptacle [C] and a second 
position [Figure 4, switch is ON] which prevents the plug 
from being inserted into receptacle; and 
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- connecting means [D2;D6,D8,B9] coupled to the member 
and to the switch to selectively enable the switch to 
connect the receptacle to a source of power when the 
member is in the second position; 

- a mounting lug [A1 , A2] disposed on housing of the 
device [Figure 1]; 

- a housing [A]; 

Regarding Claim 2, Wulle discloses the connecting means disables said switch 
from connecting the receptacle to a source of power when said member is in the first 
position. 

Regarding Claim 3, Wulle discloses a locking means [D6] for locking the plug to 
the receptacle when the member is in the first position. 

Regarding Claim 4, Wulle discloses the locking means [D6] for locking the plug to 
the receptacle when the member is in the second position. 

Regarding Claim 5, Wulle discloses the connecting means turns said switch to 
the OFF position when the member is moved from the second position to the first 
position. 

Regarding Claims 10 -12, Wulle discloses the connecting means comprises a 
first linkage [D2] and a second linkage [D6,D8,B9], the first linkage and the second 
linkage are connected to each other. The first linkage is connected to the member [D] 
and the second linkage is connected to the switch [Figures 3,4]. 
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Regarding Claim 13, Wulle discloses a cam B9 (part of second linkage D6+D8) 
attached to the switch and for Claim 14, the second linkage is operable to move the 
cam thereby moving the switch. 

Regarding Claim 15, the operation of a spring [D5] with linkage members 
[D2,D6,D8,B9] works as an indexer and the arrangement causes the member to remain 
in the first or the second positions. 

Regarding Claim 16, Wulle discloses a cam [D8, Figure 7] with indentation and 
knob [A9, Figure 3]. Operation parts of rod [end of the rod D6] and spring [D5] maintain 
the position of rod in indentations of the cam [B9]. 

Regarding Claims 18 and 19, plug and receptacle are discussed above, in case 
when the plug is not fully inserted, the switch is locked in OFF position due to 
interference of nose [D3] with the body of the plug [aperture D4 of the plug body will not 
be aligned with the nose D3]. Further for claim 1 9, the switch is locked in OFF or ON 
position due to operation of a spring [D5] and linkage members [D6, B9, D8], 

Regarding claims 20-23, the method of coupling a plug to a receptacle 
comprising the steps providing a member having a first position for permitting the plug 
to be inserted into or being removed from the receptacle and a second position for 
blocking the plug from being inserted into or removed from the receptacle, placing the 
member into the first position; connecting the plug to the receptacle; moving the 
member into a the second position where the plug may not be removed from the 
receptacle and enabling the receptacle to be coupled to a source of power, a method of 
coupling the plug to a receptacle are disclosed in Figures 1-6. 
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Regarding Claims 24-27, the member is treated as handle and the other 
limitations are discussed above. 

Regarding claims 31-38, the disclosed member/handle [A9} is user accessible. 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

Claims 8, 9, 29 and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Wulle [US 1,818,290] in view of Klimek [US 3,887,256]. 
Regarding Claims 8 and 29, Wulle discloses the instant claimed invention except for a 
gasket in the receptacle. Klimek et al. discloses a plug and socket arrangement, with 
socket having seal or gasket [88]. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to provide gasket in the receptacle in Wulle, as taught by Klimek, 
so as to provide seal between the plug and socket. 

Regarding Claims 9 and 30, the portion of the socket housing of Klimek acts as hold 
down clamp for the gasket. 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments filed 12/20/2004 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 
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6. The Applicant has argued that the reference of Wulle [US 1 ,81 8,290] fails to 
disclose mechanism that 'selectively' enables the switch to connect the receptacle to a 
source of power. The Examiner respectfully disagrees. As explained in the body of the 
rejection, when member A9 and associated connecting means are in the First position, 
the power is OFF and Wulle reference allows the plug C5 to be connected [Figure 3, 
nose D3 of latch D2 being out of the socket cavity and plug C5 can be inserted] and the 
member can be moved from the First position to a Second position. However, when the 
member A9 and associated connecting means are in the Second position, the power is 
ON and (a) if plug C5 is not inserted, Wulle reference do not allow^the plug C5 to be 
inserted, [Figure 4], as nose D3 of latch D2 is projecting in the socket cavity; but (b) if 
plug C5 is already inserted, Wulle reference do not allow plug C5 to be removed [Figure 
4], as nose D3 of latch D2 is projecting into the socket cavity as well as plug wall D4. 
Also, when the plug C5 is inserted, the member A9 can be moved from the First position 
[power OFF] to the Second position to turn the power ON, thus the movement of 
member A9 and associated connecting means selectively allows the power to be ON. 

Conclusion 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Marina Fishman whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1991 . The examiner can normally be reached on 7-5 M-T. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Elvin Enad can be reached on 571-272-1990. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Marina Fishman 
February 14, 2005 




